Clinical utility of the CERAD word list memory test.
The word list memory test from the Consortium to establish a registry for Alzheimer's disease (CERAD) neuropsychological battery (Morris et al. 1989) was administered to 230 psychiatric outpatients. Performance of a selected, age-matched psychiatric group and normal controls was compared using an ANCOVA design with education as a covariate. Results indicated that controls performed better than psychiatric patients on most learning and recall indices. The exception to this was the savings index that has been found to be sensitive to the effects of progressive dementias. The current data are compared and integrated with published CERAD data for Alzheimer's disease patients. The CERAD list memory test is recommended as a brief, efficient, and sensitive memory measure that can be used with a range of difficult patients.